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TOOL KIT HIGHLIGHTS*
Take action right now to make sure your voice is heard.
1. Call your local MPP and ask when a public consultation will be held in
your community. Tell them:
• You want them to organize a meeting. (See sample agenda in Tool Kit)
• The meeting should be broad and accessible (including translation into
other languages), and should provide assistance (such as bus fare and
child care) so that low-income people can attend.
• You want to be included in the meeting.
• You want them to invite Minister Matthews and Cabinet Committee
members.
• Follow up with a letter or email.
2. Organize your own public consultation meeting and invite your MPP.
•
•
•

Work with groups and individuals in your community to organize a
meeting, and invite your MPP.
Make sure the meeting is broad, accessible, and provides assistance so
that
low-income people can attend.
Invite Minister Matthews and members of the Cabinet Committee.

ASKS
• Ask participants in the meeting to endorse the 25 in 5 declaration
• Ask your MPP to commit to meeting with you and other community
representatives on a regular basis while the Poverty Reduction Plan is
being developed.
3. If your community is one of the 13 included in the government’s roundtables:
• Send an email to: chris.carson@ontario.ca or phone: 416-212-7118.
• Tell Minister Matthews you want to be included, and why.
• Ask for the date when the consultation will be held, and a list of the
invitees.
• Ask if Minister Matthews will meet with other groups in your community
when she is in town.
*See full version of Tool Kit at
http://www.socialplanningtoronto.org/25in5/tools.html
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4. Give your input and ideas through the government’s new poverty
reduction website at: www.growingstronger.ca.
• Use the online feedback form or, send your own submission by fax to
(416) 314-0367 or mail to: Growing Stronger Together, Whitney Block,
Room 4620, 99 Wellesley Street W., Toronto, M7A 1A1.
5. Use the 25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction’s Declaration in the
consultations:
• The Declaration (available at www.25in5.ca) calls on government to
reduce poverty by a minimum of 25% in 5 years, and says a poverty
reduction strategy must address three priorities:
 sustaining employment,
 liveable incomes, and
 strong and supportive community services
• Tell Minister Matthews and your MPP that you support the Declaration.
• Take the Declaration to the consultation meeting.
• Share the Declaration with people in your community.
6. Get your local media to cover the story:
• Ask your local media to attend and cover your consultation meeting.
(See Media Tips section in Tool Kit).
• Write a letter to the editor saying why all Ontarians will benefit from a
comprehensive poverty reduction strategy. (See sample Op-Ed in Tool
Kit)
7. Let others know what you’re doing in your community:
• Email Poverty Watch Ontario at pclutterbuck@spno.ca or
mikebalkwill@iasc.on.ca with info on your activities. (see Report Back
Template in Tool Kit)
8. Prepare for consultations in your community by consulting these other
resources:
• The Poverty Watch website: www.povertywatchontario.ca.
• The Social Planning Network of Ontario’s framework at:
www.povertywatchontario.ca/downloads/SPNO_Policy_Framework_May
_2008.pdf.
• The Campaign 2000 discussion paper at:
http://campaign2000.ca/on/pdf/OntarioPovertyReductionStrategy.pdf.
• The Colour of Poverty Fact Sheets at: www.colourofpoverty.ca.
• The ISAC / Campaign 2000 Ending Poverty workshop guide at:
www.incomesecurity.org/campaigns/EndingPovertyWorkshopGuide.html
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Checklist for organizing a community meeting on
poverty reduction with your MPP
The checklist covers the following topics





Meeting Planning
Outreach Planning
Meeting Agenda and Logistics
De-brief & Meeting Follow-up

The first checklist assumes that the MPP is organizing a meeting – so the checklist is
shorter than if you have to organizing the meeting yourself.
See the resource materials in the Tool Kit to help you organize your meeting.
If you have any questions please contact the campaign co-ordinator:
Mike Balkwill,
mbalkwill@iasc.on.ca
905 812 7545
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CHECKLIST
IF YOUR MPP IS PLANNING A MEETING
Here is a checklist of activities to help make the meeting is well planned, and for
outreach to members of the community.
Activity
Meeting
Planning

Task
Contact your MPP’s office and ask
them if the following supports for
participation are being provided:
 Wheel chair accessibility
 Location near public transit,
parking
 Child care (in adjacent room)
 Transportation: offering public
transit tokens if in city; in rural
area set up car pools or a
phone number to call on flyer if
need help getting to meeting.
 Interpretation if required
 Sound system (especially for
seniors)
 Refreshments

Meeting
Logistics

Have a sign-in table

Things to consider
A date and time period that will
allow maximum attendance E.g.
evening 6.30-8.30 so that people
working in day can attend.

Ensure there is a ‘greeter’ to
welcome each person who
attends and orient them to room
Have small table for info display.
and meeting
Identify central person to collect all Name tags
Prepare ‘contact’ sheets and
notes and produce report.
gather names, group affiliation,
Option: Hire local videographer to phone numbers and e-mails for
follow-up
record meeting
Arrange for recorders to gather
comments in small groups
Ensure all participants know this
is being done - if they don’t want
to be on video they must provide
their names to him/her to be
deleted from final version
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Activity
Outreach
Plan

Task
Brainstorm who you want at this
meeting to make presentations

Things to consider
E.g. low income working people
and people on assistance, reps
from social service agencies
working with low income people,
other allies in community.

Identify one or two people to be
contacts that people can call for
more information
Discuss best way to connect with
people and methods to invite
them to meeting

Flyers, e-mail trees, Public service
announcements in local paper
and radio.

Ask members of your organizing
committee to make commitments
of a specific number of people
they will organize to come to
meeting

Outreach through personal visits
to low income people via food
banks, churches/temples, social
service agencies, women’s
shelters, agencies serving
immigrants & people with
disabilities.

Phoning: If possible do reminder
phone calls 2 or 3 days before
meeting to people you hope will
attend

Keep a list of people/places you
send info
See Media Tips in Tool Kit

Develop Media strategy
Meeting
Discussion

Prepare participants to tell their
story, give their opinions in the
meeting.

See Community Response to
Consultation Questions in Tool Kit

See Declaration in Tool Kit
Identify someone to make
connections between comments
from speakers and Declaration
De-brief &
Convene your organizing committee within one week of the meeting.
Meeting Follow- Ask the following questions
up
 What did we do well?
 What can we do better next time?
 What did we learn about how the MPP feels about poverty
reduction?
 What did we learn from the participants about how they feel about
poverty reduction?
 What are the important things to do in the next few months to
ensure the measures in the Declaration become part of the
government’s poverty reduction plan?
 What are the follow-up activities that will maintain momentum of
local group and involve new contacts?
 What can the provincial campaign to do support you in the next few
months?
 Say thank you to everyone!
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CHECKLIST
IF YOUR MPP IS NOT PLANNING A MEETING
Activity
Planning
the
Meeting

Task
Identify groups in your community
with an interest in addressing
poverty
Hold an organizing meeting with
one or two reps. from each group.
Make the following decisions
together:
 Time of meeting

 Place of meeting
 Supports for participation

 Advertising
 Budget: Develop budget to cover
items discussed above

Things to consider
e.g. faith community, child care
centre, family resource centre,
community services organization,
food bank

A date and time period that will allow
maximum attendance E.g. evening
6.30-8.30 so that people working in
day can attend. Thursday nights
should work as MPP’s are in their
constituencies on Fridays. May want
to offer 2 possible dates to MPP to
ensure attendance.
Wheel chair accessibility
Near public transit, parking
Try to offer child care in adjacent
room
Transportation: consider offering
public transit tokens if in city; in rural
area set up car pools or note # to
call on flyer if need help getting to
meeting.
Interpretation if required
Sound system
Refreshments
Printing Flyers
Identify revenue sources
 ask MPP office to cover cost of
your budget
 contributions from sponsoring
groups’
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Activity
Outreach
Plan

Task
Brainstorm who you want at this
meeting to make presentations

Things to consider
E.g. low income working people and
people on assistance, reps from
social service agencies working with
low income people, other allies in
community.

Identify one or two people to be
contacts that people can call for
more information
Discuss best way to connect with
people and methods to invite them
to meeting
Ask members of your organizing
committee to make commitments of
a specific number of people they
will organize to come to meeting

Flyers, e-mail trees, Public service
announcements in local paper and
radio.
Outreach through personal visits to
low income people via food banks,
churches/temples, social service
agencies, women’s shelters,
agencies serving immigrants &
people with disabilities.
Keep a list of people/places you
send info

Phoning: If possible do reminder
phone calls 2 or 3 days before
meeting to people you hope will
attend

Meeting
Agenda

Develop Media strategy

See Media Tips in Tool Kit

Decide Agenda format
Example:
 Short opening presentation by
MPP
 one hour of invited presentations
by people pre-selected(max 5
minutes each) (Or then break
into small table discussion with
set questions for each table to
report back on)
 30 minutes open discussion
 Speaker to make connections
between comments from
speakers and Declaration
 Closing Comments

Identify a chair or MC – neutral
person with experience chairing or
facilitating a meeting.

Chairing Meeting
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Provide opportunities in meeting to
ensure marginalized/low income
people have chance to provide input
via: speaking, small group input,
written presentations.

Chair/facilitator: state desired
outcome of meeting; establish rules
for respectful communication
Start on time, end on time.

Activity
Task
Room Set-up
Meeting
Organization/
Logistics

Things to consider
Set up front table for MPP,
facilitator
Write out agenda on flip chart at
front so all can see
Set up for accessibility, so people
with disabilities can see front table,
washrooms nearby
Set aside space for media.

Have a sign-in table

Have small table for info display.

Ensure there is a ‘greeter’ to
welcome each person who attends
and orient them to room and
meeting
Name tags
Prepare ‘contact’ sheets and
gather names, group affiliation,
phone numbers and e-mails for
follow-up
Arrange for recorders to gather
comments in small groups

Identify central person to collect all
notes and produce report.
Option: Hire local videographer to
record meeting
Ensure all know this is being doneif they don’t want to be on video
they must provide their names to
him/her to be deleted from final
version
De-brief &
Meeting
Follow-up
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Convene your organizing committee within one week of the meeting. Ask
the following questions
 What did we do well?
 What can we do better next time?
 What did we learn about how the MPP feels about poverty reduction?
 What did we learn from the participants about how they feel about
poverty reduction?
 What are the important things to do in the next few months to ensure
the measures in the Declaration become part of the government’s
poverty reduction plan?
 What are the follow-up activities that will maintain momentum of local
group and involve new contacts?
 What can the provincial campaign to do support you in the next few
months?
 Say thank you to everyone!

Community Response to Consultation Questions
Below are the six questions for feedback that the Ontario government has prepared as
part of their Poverty Reduction Consultation. This is followed by six community
responses we feel need to be emphasized in order for them in order to develop an
effective poverty reduction plan.
Government Question

Community Responses

1. Given that our first priority is children
and their families, how can we do a
better job with existing resources to
improve opportunities for children living
in poverty?

Describe what your first priority is when
it comes to reducing poverty. What
changes do you think are most needed
for you, your family and your
community?

2. What new ideas could we incorporate
into our existing supports that would
increase opportunities for children living in
poverty?

Describe the changes you want them to
make to improve the programs that they
provide in your community.

3. We know that communities are best
positioned to understand and respond to
the local realities of poverty and
opportunity. What is already working in
your community to support children, youth,
and their families living in poverty to
achieve their potential?

Describe how they could act to
strengthen community efforts to reduce
poverty in your community.

4. We know that to be successful we must
all work together. How can we
better integrate the roles that we all play –
individuals, not-for-profits, the
private sector, volunteers, and all levels of
government – in increasing
opportunity for Ontarians living in poverty?

Describe how the government could
provide leadership to make sure that
poverty reduction really happens in
Ontario.

5. We are focusing on children first, but we
will develop a comprehensive, long-term
poverty reduction strategy for all people
living in poverty. What are the
key long-term goals for improving
opportunity with respect to groups other
than children?

Describe what increased opportunity
would look like for you, your family and
your community.

6. We need to be able to measure our
progress on poverty reduction. What
measures do you think will best show our
progress in improving opportunity
for Ontarians living in poverty?

Describe how you will be able to notice
when they have reduced poverty in your
community
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Are you struggling to make ends meet?

Come to a public meeting to give input to
Ontario’s Poverty Reduction Plan
Public Meeting with MPP [name]
When:

Where:
 Child care available (call first)

¾
¾
¾
¾
¾

What are your ideas about minimum wage?
Ontario Works & Ontario Disability Support?
Affordable child care?
Housing?
[add other local issue]

For more info or to register for child care, contact:
[local name and #/email]

Meeting sponsored by ______ [LIST LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS]
Your ideas will be part of a report to the Ontario Government which has
promised to develop a Poverty Reduction Plan.
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Report Back Template
We are very interested to hear the results of the community consultation with your MPP.
We will gather the information from as many ridings as we can and provide a summary
report to you. We are interested in two general things: what happened in the meeting in
your community and what do you see as important follow-up activities to maintain or
build momentum towards the government acting on a Poverty Reduction Plan that
reflects the main priorities and policy proposals of the 25 in 5 Declaration.
There are two ways to report back to us:
•

The first way is to write us an e-mail that answers the questions below. The
second way is to have a conversation with a member of the campaign coordinating team and we will write up the report back, and give you a copy.

•

You can e-mail your report to Mike Balkwill mbalkwill@iasc.on.ca or contact him
by e-mail or phone (905 812 7545) to provide a verbal report.

Meeting Evaluation







What were the good things about the meeting?
How many people attended?
What sectors or perspectives of the community were represented at the meeting?
Did people who live in poverty attend and actively participate?
What issues did the participants raise about poverty and/or poverty reduction?
Were the main priorities of the Declaration raised and discussed (sustaining
employment, liveable incomes, strong community supports, etc.)?
 What did the MPP say about poverty reduction?
 Did the MPP commit to forming a local group for ongoing discussion and consultation?
 What did you learn in order to have a better meeting next time?
Meeting Follow-Up
 What are the important things to do in the next few months to ensure the measures in
the Declaration become part of the government’s poverty reduction plan?
 What are the follow-up activities that will maintain momentum of local group and
involve new contacts?
 What can the provincial campaign to do support you in the next few months?
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Media Tips
Working with the Media
Working with the media is a good way to get your message out to more people and build
support for poverty reduction in Ontario. How do you know if you should work with the
media? Here are a few questions to ask yourself:
•
•
•

Is it newsworthy? - what is actually new about what you’re saying, is it timely and
relevant to what’s happening now, do you have a compelling message, is there
some drama to your story?
Do you have a strong visual element? Do you have something for television
cameras to focus on (i.e. crowds of people, dynamic speakers, interesting
background, a performance)?
Where are the people? Do you have people with lived experience of poverty who
are willing to speak with the media? They are the most compelling sources for
media, and usually have a story to tell. 25 in 5 believes that the voices of lowincome people have been silenced for too long.

Media Alternatives
Sometimes media events or press releases aren’t the most effective ways to get
coverage. There are other ways to work with the media:
•
•
•
•
•

Establish yourself as a credible source for reporters - whenever you have
pertinent information for the media, send it to them as background information.
You may not get the front page, but they may ask you for quotes.
Write letters to the editor - letters to the editor is one of the best-read sections of
a newspaper.
Write an op-ed/column - submit an opinion article to your local paper responding
to poverty issues, or providing more perspective on issues that haven’t been
covered well in your paper.
Blog about poverty - reporters are often using bloggers with some credibility as
sources.
Pitch a feature story – if you know someone whose story really speaks to a facet
of poverty and is willing to talk to reporters, it often makes for a great story.

Talking to reporters
Talking to reporters comes naturally for some people, but it makes a lot of people
nervous, especially in front of a camera. Here are some tips to remember when giving an
interview:
•
•
•
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Take a deep breath, and think about what you want to say.
Try to remember your key messages, and draw on them for your responses.
If you don’t know the answer to a question, don’t try to answer it. It’s better to be
honest than to say something that may come back to haunt you.

•
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Make sure you know who you’re talking to – i.e. if you’re talking to a business
reporter, it’s more useful to talk about the economic impact of poverty.

Key messages
Before you go to the media, you have to know what your main message is. Drafting up
key messages help you stay on track when you’re communicating.
Key messages are a simplified version of what you want to say. They are short
statements that are easy to remember, and they usually answer the main questions of
who, what, where, why, and when. Below are 25 in 5’s key messages - feel free to build
on these in your own community, and try out messages that are specific to your region or
community.
25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction - Key messages
Key message
The Ontario government is committed to a Poverty Reduction Strategy with
targets and measures.
We are asking our government to reduce poverty levels by 25% in 5 years.
It’s a first step, but it’s not the last.
We call this the ‘25 in 5’ campaign and it’s achievable.

Why 25 in 5?
Poverty reduction in Ontario is possible, but it starts with a plan.
In the U.K., government set a plan in motion and reduced poverty by 25% within
5 years.
Quebec and Newfoundland governments are working on similar ambitious plans.
It’s Ontario’s turn.

How do we get there?
Ontario’s poverty reduction plan should focus on three priorities:
Good, sustaining jobs that lift working Ontarians out of poverty.
Livable incomes, including those unable to work.
Strong and supportive communities. That means affordable housing, child care,
public education and community programs that help people connect.
But can we afford it?
We can’t afford not to reduce poverty in Ontario. We need all hands on deck
contributing to healthy, vibrant communities. It just makes good economic sense.
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Investing in poverty reduction is simply a question of political will. We have an
Ontario government that is willing to act. All we need is a plan, with clear
timelines and targets. It’s so do-able.
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Media advisories
If you think you have a media event, you will need to put out a media advisory, usually
about two days in advance of your event. Media advisories should:
•
•
•
•

Be short (two or three paragraphs)
Be attention-getting (what is newsworthy)
Include time, date, location
Include media contact person and phone number/e-mail

After you’ve sent out the advisory, you should follow up with phone calls to reporters you
think would cover the story best, or reporters you want to build relationships with. Keep
in mind that you should target reporters appropriately (a science reporter or a national
politics columnist would likely not cover your story). Ask if they have received the
advisory, explain why you think it’s important that they cover it, and ask if they are
coming to the event.
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EXAMPLE:

Attention News Editors:
MEDIA ADVISORY: Bold target needed to drive Poverty Reduction Strategy
TORONTO, Apr. 10 – Ontario should set a goal of reducing poverty by at least 25% in
the next 5 years as bold first step in the province’s Poverty Reduction Strategy – that’s
the united message about 500 anti-poverty activists will deliver at an April 14 forum in
Toronto.
The activists, part of the 25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction, will unveil a roadmap to
achieve that goal, and Minister of Children and Youth Services Deb Matthews will
address the Ontario government's plans for poverty reduction.
Countdown to a Poverty Reduction Strategy for Ontario: A 25 in 5 Network Forum
Date:
Location:
Agenda:

Monday, April 14, 2008
900 Macdonald Block, Bay Street, 2nd Floor, Toronto

9:00 a.m.:

Welcome & Opening of the Morning Session

9:30 a.m.:

Speaking from Experience - Voices of low-income people

10:00 a.m.:

Presentation of the 25 in 5 Declaration

10:20 a.m.:

Honourable Deb Matthews, Minister of Children and Youth
Services

10:45 a.m.:

Media scrum

The 25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction is a multi-sector coalition comprised of more
than 100 provincial and community-based organizations and individuals working to
eliminate poverty in Ontario.
For more information contact:
Alissa Von Bargen, Communications Officer, Community Social Planning Council of
Toronto, office: 416-351-0095 x 214, cell: 647-230-9164
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Press Releases
Press release should be sent out on the day of the event. A press release summarizes
the event and provides quotes from those involved, and is usually no longer than one
page. You can often write the majority of a press release before the event occurs, as you
know the details of what will be occurring. Press releases can be helpful for reporters
who missed the event and want to follow up, or keep the information for their files.
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EXAMPLE:

For Immediate Release:
25 in 5 poverty reduction movement on the rise
TORONTO, Apr. 14 - Nearly 500 anti-poverty activists from across Ontario were
galvanized to push for at least a 25 per cent reduction in poverty in five years at a forum
on Monday.
The 25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction unveiled its planks for a poverty reduction
platform, and united low-income people, community workers, and advocates in the call
for the province to set hard targets and timelines in its 2009 poverty reduction strategy.
“The door has been opened on a poverty reduction strategy for Ontario and we intend to
make sure we all walk through it together with a bold, comprehensive plan,” said Nick
Saul, of The Stop Community Food Centre, and a member of 25 in 5.
The 25 in 5 principles for a strong poverty reduction strategy are:
•
•
•

Good, sustaining jobs that lift working Ontarians out of poverty.
Liveable incomes, that include those unable to work.
Strong and supportive communities. That means affordable housing, child care,
public education and community programs that help people connect.

“We need real solutions now, and we have to work together to achieve them,” said Pat
Capponi, a low-income advocate with Voices from the Street, and a 25 in 5 member.
The Honourable Deb Matthews, Minister of Child and Youth Services, and Minister
responsible for Poverty Reduction, spoke at the forum on the Ontario government’s
progress.
“We’re happy to hear from Minister Matthews that progress is being made on the public
consultations for poverty reduction,” said John Campey, executive director of the
Community Social Planning Council of Toronto, and a 25 in 5 member.
“But we need to keep pushing the government to aim high.”
The 25 in 5 Network for Poverty Reduction is a multi-sector coalition of over 100
provincial and community-based organizations working towards the elimination of
poverty in Ontario.
For more information, visit www.25in5.ca.
Media contact: Alissa Von Bargen, Community Social Planning Council of Toronto;
office 416-351-0095 x214, cell 647-230-9164
-30-
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Op-Eds
Op-eds are opinion columns that people submit to the editorial department of their
newspapers. Often, if you have a well-written piece that is relevant to current events, you
can persuade the editor to print your op-ed. You can use the following template to write
an op-ed on poverty reduction for your local paper.
TEMPLATE:

Op Ed: Priorities and Policies for Poverty Reduction in Ontario
The Ontario Government has the opportunity to seize an historic moment this year as it
prepares its strategy and plan for reducing poverty in the province. Premier Dalton
McGuinty, acting on his commitment in the last provincial election to make poverty
reduction a priority in this term, has asked the Hon. Deb Matthews, Minister for Children
and Youth Services, to present the Government with a poverty reduction plan by the
end of the year. Minister Matthews is currently undertaking a community consultation
process to get input into what should constitute a comprehensive poverty reduction plan
for Ontario.
[Add local paragraph – e.g. Here in Windsor with recent announcements of lay-offs at
General Motors, we have an important opportunity to let our MPPs know what we need
to address income security and poverty in our community]
Across Ontario, local and provincial organizations and networks are rallying around the
call of “25 in 5” – urging the government to commit to the target of reducing poverty in
the province by 25% in five years and by 50% in ten years. A similar goal was set in
1999 for reducing child poverty in the United Kingdom and, within five years, poverty
levels were reduced by 23%, which was 600,000 children. Other European countries
have set similar ambitious poverty reduction targets and are bringing their poverty rates
down into single digits.
In Canada, Quebec and Newfoundland and Labrador have shown provincial leadership
in making commitments and taking action to reduce poverty. Quebec’s child poverty rate
has been cut by 50% since 1997.
Ontario’s poverty rate is currently 10.3% with 1.3 million people living in low income.
[Add local poverty fact here – e.g. here in London, we have # of foodbanks operating –
that’s an example of poverty in our community.]
A coalition of provincial and local community organizations in Ontario supporting a 25 in
5 Declaration has been promoting a poverty reduction strategy across the province since
the last provincial election, focusing on the following three main priority areas and a
corresponding set of lead policy initiatives:
Sustaining Employment. Anyone working full-time, full-year in Ontario should have a
decent standard of living above poverty. To ensure this condition, the Ontario
Government should:
• “Poverty proof” the minimum wage by raising it gradually to $11 in 2011 and
indexing it thereafter to the cost of living.
• Enhance and enforce employment standards and create strong employment and
pay equity programs.
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•

Strengthen the collective voice of workers.

Livable Incomes. Any person not able to work due to temporary difficulties or disabilities
should be supported to live a life of dignity and adequacy out of poverty. To this end,
Ontario could:
• Close the gap for people on social assistance between living in deep poverty and
living out of poverty and index adequate rates to the cost of living.
• Adjust provisions so that working poor people have fair and continuing access to
income-tested benefit programs as required.
Essential Goods. People need access to important social resources to stabilize their
lives and move out of poverty, such as:
• Construction of affordable housing combined with a housing allowance program
• Accessible public transportation
• Subsidized child care, inclusive schools, continuing education opportunities,
credential certification for newcomers.
• Health, dental and vision benefit coverage.
These provincial actions along with federal action such as increasing employment
insurance coverage, raising the Child Tax Benefit to $5100 per year for the poorest
families and indexing it, introducing a $2400 Work Tax Credit for the working poor, and
implementing a basic income system for persons with disabilities, would combine to
bring the 25 in 5 target within reach.
These policy measures would improve the living conditions of low income people and
create pathways to better life chances. Many of these measures will lots of Ontario
families: expanding child care spaces, strengthening the social safety net, and investing
in education and training.
We also need to strengthen local supports provided through vibrant networks of civic and
community organizations and service providers, which both meet the needs of
vulnerable populations and also actively engage them in the life of the community. The
community agency base requires stable core funding to provide important programs in
the areas of recreation, food security, settlement supports, crisis intervention programs
and others.
Poverty reduction in Ontario must be about providing assurances that low income people
can escape lives of inadequacy and indignity. It must avoid a charity model of social
stigma and bare minimums. Everyone is better off when there is les poverty in our
communities. Ontario has an historic opportunity to establish a leadership role in
Canada with a comprehensive program to move adults, children and families out of
poverty into higher standards of human dignity and social inclusion. This is the message
that Minister Matthews needs to hear from Ontarians across the province as she
prepares her plan for the Premier.
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Endorse the 25 in 5
Declaration today
It’s time to sign on for poverty reduction:
The “25 in 5” Founding Declaration lays out three priorities for a
Poverty Reduction Strategy:
1. good, sustaining jobs that lift working Ontarians out of
poverty;
2. liveable incomes that adequately support those unable to
work; and,
3. strong and supportive communities – affordable housing,
child care, public education and community programs that
help people connect.
Endorsing the Declaration is an effective way to demonstrate your
support for a poverty free Ontario, and for bold first steps to get
us there.
Show your support for a poverty free Ontario by adding your
organization’s name to a growing list of supporters. Simply
provide us with the following information in an e-mail to join our
call to action:
• Name of endorsing organization
• Contact name
• Contact e-mail
• Comments (optional)
Endorsements should be e-mailed to 25in5@cspc.toronto.on.ca
25-in-5: Network for
Poverty Reduction
includes more than
100 provincial
organizations and
people committed
to action on
eliminating poverty.

For more
information visit

www.25in5.ca

Once we receive your endorsement, we will add your organization
to the list of supporters on our web site.
To access the Declaration on the 25 in 5 website please go to:

http://www.socialplanningtoronto.org/25in5/declaration_eng.pdf

25 in 5: Network for
Poverty Reduction

END CHILD & FAMILY POVERTY IN CANADA

May 2008

A POVERTY REDUCTION PLAN
FOR ONTARIO:
What actions can you take?
What the Ontario Government has promised:
“We will build a Poverty Reduction Strategy around the Ontario Child Benefit. We
will work with our partners to develop indicators and targets to measure and address
child poverty. We know from experience in our wait times strategy that measurable
results and targets lead to improved outcomes.”
Liberal Party platform, Sept 2007

Where we are now:

• The government has committed to develop a poverty reduction strategy by
year end with public input.
• Public consultations are now underway – for details see
www.growingstronger.ca
• Lead minister Deb Matthews is holding meetings, & all MPPs are expected
to hold a local public meeting before summer.

What can YOU do to make sure this promise is kept?
¾ Participate in government consultations on the poverty reduction plan.
¾ Contact your MPP asking when your local meeting will be held.
¾ Send an email via www.growingstronger.ca, or write to: Room 4620,
99 Wellesley St West, Toronto M7A 1A1
¾ Write to Minister Deb Matthews saying Ontario’s plan should focus on:
o
o
o
o

o

good jobs at living wages
a strong social safety net
access to early learning & child care
affordable housing
accessible education & training.

¾ Send a letter to your local newspaper explaining we’ll all be better off with
less poverty. Poverty reduction strategies are working in Quebec &
Newfoundland. Ontario needs a long term plan with a minimum target to reduce
poverty by 50% over 10 years.
Spring 2008
¾ For more info see www.campaign2000.ca/on/index.html and www.25in5.ca

Dear Colour of Poverty Network Members and Supporters,
May 2008 - As you know, the Provincial Cabinet Committee on Poverty Reduction has
begun its consultation process. The approach adopted by the Committee would appear to
be to avoid addressing the particularly harsh experiences of historically and disproportionately disadvantaged groups & communities - racialized persons, aboriginal peoples,
persons with disabilities, newcomers or lone-parent families - and to conduct closed door
invitation only sessions - which will exclude most members of the concerned public.
It is important for members of racialized communities as well as other marginalized
groups to find a way to be most meaningfully engaged in this critical discussion - and to
try to make sure that the realities and issues impacting our communities are on the table.
In order to help mobilize and support members of our communities to best participate in
this process, Colour of Poverty has created a Shared Framework for Action.
The Shared Framework for Action is a short priority list of the policies and measures
as put forward by members of the various racialized groups and individuals who were
able to take part in our over 30 local workshops and neighbourhood conversations - held
in communities across the province over the past 6 months - which culminated in the
Colour of Poverty Provincial Forum held on April 28-29, 2008.
This Shared Framework for Action focuses on the specific measures that participants
felt would best address & redress the realities & the particular challenges characteristic of
racialized poverty in Ontario. We are calling upon all community groups and individuals
concerned about these issues to engage in one or more of the following ACTIONS 1. Endorse the Colour of Poverty Shared Framework for Action
2. Write to your local Member of Provincial Parliament (MPP) introducing
them to, and getting their support for, the Shared Framework for Action
3. Ask for a meeting with your MPP – as well as your local media contacts - to
more fully introduce, share and discuss the Shared Framework for Action
4. Organize meetings within your local groups and communities to discuss the
local and provincial application of the Shared Framework for Action
5. Attend the consultation meetings of the Cabinet Committee and help us to
consistently and coherently put forward the Shared Framework for Action
HURRY !!
The Cabinet consultation process ends soon. We need to act now & act together !!
For more about the Cabinet consultations - www.Ontario.ca/GrowingStronger
To find out more about the Colour of Poverty Network - www.colourofpoverty.ca

COLOUR OF POVERTY – SHARED FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION
For members of racialized communities their respective ethno-racial identities are key to
understanding their experiences of disparity and social exclusion in Ontario - as clearly
they are far more likely to live in poverty than non-racialized members of our society.
As a starting point then we need all orders of government as well as key institutional
actors – but particularly the Province of Ontario - to acknowledge and to best understand
the facts of racialization and ethno-racial exclusion – to thus enable them to formulate a
universally targeted policy framework that reflects an appreciation for the implications of
racialization and related forms of exclusion. Further, an holistic and integrated approach
to poverty reduction must incorporate & appropriately address all of the other intersecting
forms of bias, exclusion & oppression - ie. on the basis of Aboriginal identity, disability,
gender, immigrant or refugee or citizenship status, family status, sexual orientation, age.
Also critical is the need for sufficient and long-term budgetary allocations to again best
ensure there is full and proper implementation of the resulting poverty reduction strategy.

Priority Targeted Measures to Address Racialized Poverty
Many anti-poverty groups have put forward measures to reduce and eliminate poverty such as increasing the minimum wage as well as social assistance rates to the level of a
“living wage”, substantial new investments in both affordable housing and universally
accessible childcare and so on. While fully supporting such measures – as they will no
doubt improve the lives of thousands of racialized community members - we understand
that it is also imperative that any poverty reduction strategy - at one and the same time –
need concretely and effectively address the racialization of poverty. What we need is a
comprehensive poverty reduction plan that covers a broad range of options, that ALSO
includes the needed targeted measures that will serve to remedy the specific underlying
sources of vulnerability that are at play for all racialized communities in the province.
Based on the over 30 community gatherings & numerous local conversations conducted
by Colour of Poverty over the past several months, & drawing as well from the list of
key initiatives as put forward by the close to 300 participants in the Colour of Poverty
Provincial Forum held in April 2008 – not in any order of ranking - an ACTION list of
specific priority provincial policy measures & program initiatives have been identified -

1. Collect and track disaggregated data across all Ministries, Departments and other
relevant institutions in order to identify racialized and other structural and systemic
disadvantage, and develop clear definitions and indicators, in order to help get full &
consistent pictures as to who & why are the poor in this province.

2. Bring back mandatory employment equity in Ontario to level the playing field
for all racialized communities and other historically disadvantaged groups.

3. Strengthen employment standards legislation to protect & enforce all workers’
rights - particularly for those working in various forms of precarious employment.
Colour of Poverty
c/o # 1701 – 180 Dundas St. W, Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z8
Ph. 416-971-9676
Website - www.colourofpoverty.ca

COLOUR OF POVERTY – SHARED FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION

4. Develop comprehensive & fully & effectively resourced and implemented equity
policy frameworks within both the publicly funded education and health systems in
the province - with complementary transparent and accessible accountability
frameworks – and fair, effective and accessible complaint resolution processes.

5. Develop comprehensive integrated & equitably inclusive curriculum as well as
complementary program and product development capacity across the entire
Ontario publicly funded educational system - not only at elementary & secondary
levels, but also in the post-secondary, tertiary, adult learning and diverse multi-media
environments – including print media, television, radio and new media.

6. End the 3 month OHIP waiting period for all newcomers to the province.
7. Provide the municipal franchise ( right-to-vote ) for all persons physically
resident in this province regardless of their current citizenship status.

8. Address racial profiling and its intersectionality in the criminal justice system, in
the school systems of the province as well as in other institutional environments.

9. Strengthen human rights legislation to more effectively deal with race based
discrimination in the workplace - as well as in all other contexts & environments.

10. Restructure legal aid and make it truly accessible for the racialized working poor,
provide increased support for legal clinics which address the needs of racialized
communities and set up a provincially funded Court Challenges Program
11. Create strong legislation that will mandate trade and professional regulatory
bodies to remove all barriers to accreditation and employment as now faced by
internationally trained and educated trades-people and professionals.

12. Build a comprehensive housing strategy to address the issues of homelessness
as well as the inadequate and substandard housing conditions that many members of
racialized communities are living in – including targeted funding for racialized
communities and general home ownership programs for low income families.

13. Establish clearly identified goals and specific benchmarks and indicators in
order to best measure and monitor the progress of any poverty reduction plan as it
relates to racialized & other historically disadvantaged & marginalized communities.
Finally we call on the Government of Ontario to engage in full & meaningful discussions
with all racialized communities in the province before finalizing a poverty reduction plan.

Colour of Poverty
c/o # 1701 – 180 Dundas St. W, Toronto, Ontario M5G 1Z8
Ph. 416-971-9676
Website - www.colourofpoverty.ca

Campaign to Raise ODSP Rates:

Disability Should Not Be A Poverty Life Sentence
There are many people in our province who are disabled and unable to work,
and as a consequence are living in extreme poverty. This is because they must
rely on ODSP (Ontario Disability Support Program) as their primary source of
income. Yet since 1993, ODSP rates have increased by only 7%, while
inflation has increased by 32% (even with the promised 2% raise starting
November 2008, this still only brings the total increase to 9%). A single person
on ODSP today receives a maximum of $999 per month; with this they must pay
for all their basic needs including food, rent, clothing and transportation, as well as most
extra costs associated with their disability.
Living with a disability is challenging enough, but to have to live at the same time in poverty,
is a hellish existence. Disability should not equal poverty. Thus we are asking the Province to
raise ODSP rates by 20%, so that a single person may receive roughly the same
amount of income as a senior living solely on Old Age Security, and that the rates
be indexed to inflation.
Who we are:
We are a group of ODSP recipients and agency workers who have started this campaign
which we are calling: Disability Should Not Be A Poverty Life Sentence.
What we are asking you to do:
We are asking you to show your support for our demand. All you need to do is fill in one of
the enclosed forms or letters and send it to us.
If you are an ODSP recipient we invite you to fill out the form with the budget table,
which we will pass onto MPPs (Members of Provincial Parliament) with the aim of giving them
a window into what your life is like surviving on ODSP. If you prefer not to use your whole
name, you can write only your first or last name, or your initials. However, we do ask that you
fill in your address, as we need to know who your MPP is. Also, if you are not comfortable
answering any of the questions on the form, you have the option to leave them blank.
If you are an individual who is not on ODSP (or if you are on ODSP but would
prefer not to complete the form with the budget table), then complete the letter that
begins “I am an individual supporting…”.
If you are an agency, complete the letter that says ‘agency letterhead’ on top, and print it
on your agency letterhead.
Please mail, e-mail or fax all completed letters and forms to:
Naomi Berlyne,
Houselink, 805 Bloor St. W, Toronto, ON, M6G 1L8
Phone: (416) 539-0690 ext. 258 , Fax: (416) 539-0693
naomibe@houselink.on.ca
All of these will be collected, divided into ridings, and distributed to the appropriate MPPs
either in person or by mail. Copies will also will be given to key cabinet ministers and
members of the opposition. We are hoping to collect as many as possible.
PLEASE PASS THIS INFO ON TO AS MANY PEOPLE AS YOU CAN.

Disability Should Not Be A Poverty Life Sentence
Date:
Name:
Address:

I am a recipient of ODSP (Ontario Disability Support Program) and my total income per
month is approximately _______________.
My family size is _______________.
My disability is _______________________________.
Items that I need to purchase to accommodate my disability include:
_____________________________________________________________________.
My monthly budget is (fill out roughly how much you spend on each item per month):
Budget Item
Housing/Rent
Food
Medical supplies not covered
Transportation
Utilities
Phone
Laundry
Clothes/Footwear
Cable
Internet
Drugstore items
Cleaning supplies
Education
Pets/Vet bills
Entertainment
Other
Total Spent per month

Amount Spent

Things I often have to go without include: ____________________________________.
I often totally run out of money by the _______________ of the month.
I am supporting the Disability Should Not Be A Poverty Life Sentence campaign
and asking that ODSP rates be raised by 20%, so that a single person may receive
roughly the same amount of income as a senior living solely on Old Age Security, and
that the rates be indexed to inflation.

Agency letterhead

Date:
Description of agency:

We are supporting the Disability Should Not Be A Poverty Life Sentence
campaign, as we work with people on ODSP (Ontario Disability Support Program) and
we agree that ODSP rates desperately need to be raised. Since 1993, ODSP rates have
increased by only 7%, while inflation has increased by 32% (even with the promised
2% raise starting November 2008, this still only brings the total increase to 9%).
Presently a single person on ODSP receives a maximum of $999 a month. This often
does not even cover the basics such as rent and food, let alone the many extra
expenses often required to accommodate one’s disability, such as special foods, diabetic
supplies, medications (not covered), special glasses, etc. It is hard enough to cope with
a disability, but having to deal at the same time with poverty, can make one’s situation
unbearable.
We have experienced in our agency ODSP recipients facing the following
issues/difficulties because of their poverty:

Thus, we are asking that ODSP rates be raised by 20%, so that a single person may
receive roughly the same amount of income as a senior living solely on Old Age Security,
and that the rates be indexed to inflation.
Sincerely,

Name:
Address:
Date:

I, as an individual, am supporting the Disability Should Not Be A Poverty
Life Sentence campaign, and I agree that ODSP (Ontario Disability Support Program)
rates desperately need to be raised. Since 1993, ODSP rates have increased by only
7%, while inflation has increased by 32% (even with the promised 2% raise slated for
November 2008, this still only brings the total increase to 9%). Presently a single
person on ODSP receives a maximum of $999 a month. This often does not even cover
the basics such as rent and food, let alone the many extra expenses often required to
accommodate one’s disability such as special foods, diabetic supplies, medications (not
covered), special glasses, etc. It is hard enough to cope with a disability, but having to
deal at the same time with poverty, can make one’s situation unbearable.
Further reasons I have for supporting this campaign include:

Thus, I am asking that ODSP rates be raised by 20%, so that a single person may
receive roughly the same amount of income as a senior living solely on Old Age Security,
and that the rates be indexed to inflation.
Sincerely,

INCOME SECURITY ADVOCACY CENTRE

Action Alert:
Back-to-school and Winter Clothing
allowances end in 2008
Starting in 2008, the Back-to-school and Winter Clothing allowances
provided through Ontario Works (OW) and the Ontario Disability Support
Program (ODSP) will no longer be paid out in lump sum payments, as the
provincial government starts to move benefits for children out of social
assistance and into the monthly Ontario Child Benefit program.
Background:
In 2007, the provincial government introduced the Ontario Child Benefit (OCB). The
OCB is a new monthly benefit that will go to all eligible low-income families with
children, whether they are working or receiving social assistance benefits.
Starting in July 2008, eligible families will get a monthly benefit of up to $50 per child.
This money will be included in the federal Child Benefit cheques that come out around
the 20th of every month.
Families on social assistance currently receive a Back-to-school allowance of $1341 per
child, paid in August, and a Winter Clothing allowance of $111 per child, paid in
November. Starting in 2008, these allowances will no longer be paid this way. Instead,
the money will be spread out over the year as part of the OCB. This means that
between $15 and $20 of the monthly $50 OCB cheque will be money that used to be
provided to families through the allowances.

Why is this a problem?
This change will cause real hardship for families who count on the Back-to-school and
Winter Clothing allowances to provide for their children.
Social assistance rates are already so low that families on social assistance cannot
afford to pay for these expenses out of their regular monthly benefits. That’s why the
allowances were needed in the first place.
And, given the low rates, it is unrealistic to expect that families on social assistance will
be able to “put money aside”. The money they get from the OCB will be needed to pay
for basic expenses like food, shelter and transportation.
This September, will children have to go to school without supplies? In November, will
parents be forced to choose between paying the rent and giving their child a warm
winter coat?
Moving child benefits out of social assistance and into the Ontario Child Benefit is
generally a positive step. It signals that society is taking responsibility for helping low1

This Back-to-School amount is for children over age 13. The amount for children aged 4-12 is $73.

Back-to-School and Winter Clothing Allowances End in 2008
income families with some of the costs of raising children no matter where their income
comes from. And it means that families will not lose these benefits when parents move
off assistance and into a job.
But ending the Back-to-school and Winter Clothing allowances will hurt families on
social assistance. These allowances must be restored!

What you can do:
1. Tell your MPP that you want the Back-to-school and Winter Clothing
allowances to be restored.
Find out who your MPP is by going to the Legislative Assembly website at:
www.ontla.on.ca/web/home.do?locale=en
2. Write or e-mail the Ministers responsible. Tell them this change is
unacceptable and that you want the allowances restored.
The Hon. Madeleine Meilleur
Minister of Community & Social Services
80 Grosvenor Street, 6th Floor
Toronto, ON M7A 1E9

The Hon. Deb Matthews
Minister of Child and Youth Services
14th Floor, 56 Wellesley Street West
Toronto, ON M5S 2S3

Email: mmeilleur.mpp@liberal.ola.org

Email: dmatthews.mpp@liberal.ola.org

3. Get your Municipal Council, District Social Services Administration Board
(DSSAB) or Public Health Board to pass a resolution calling for the allowances
to be restored. A sample resolution is below:
Whereas the Province has implemented the Ontario Child Benefit with monthly payments
scheduled to begin in July 2008; and,
Whereas the implementation of the Ontario Child Benefit will restructure social assistance
so that basic needs for children and the back-to-school and winter clothing allowances will
be eliminated from OW and ODSP benefits; and,
Whereas the back-to-school and winter clothing allowances serve a specific need for
families receiving social assistance; and,
Whereas families receiving social assistance do not have adequate finances and will not
have received the appropriate notice period to allow them to save money to address these
particular needs;
Therefore be it resolved that [this organization] call on the Province of Ontario to continue
to issue both the back-to-school and the winter clothing allowances;
And further that these allowances be paid 100% by the Province of Ontario;
And further that this resolution be forwarded to Dalton McGuinty, Premier of Ontario,
Madeline Meilleur, Minister of Community and Social Services, Deb Matthews, Minister of
Children and Youth Services, and [local MPP].

February 2008
1-866-245-4072

Income Security Advocacy Centre
425 Adelaide St. W, 5th Floor, Toronto, Ont. M5V 3C1

Interfaith Social Assistance Reform Coalition (ISARC)
Action Alert
“25 in 5” – An important call
Coalitions and organizations throughout the province are joining the “25 in 5” to build a
public consensus and a movement that calls of the elimination of poverty. “25 in 5”
means a 25% reduction in poverty within 5 years. ISARC has joined 25 in 5 along
with Campaign 2000, Income Security Alliance, Daily Bread Food Bank, City of Toronto,
Ontario Coalition for Social Justice, affordable housing coalitions, Ontario Federation of
Labour, nurses, teachers, and others. 25 in 5 is asking that the province name
indicators, such as
• 25% reduction in the tenants who pay more than 50% of their income in rent,
• A 25% increase in income for recipients of OW and ODSP,
• Increase in income for workers on low wages, so they can support themselves &
family
• 25% more children in registered child care spaces.
Governments and non-profit organizations already collect data for these indicators and
can report whether goals have been reached.
The primary areas needing to be affected by the poverty reduction strategy are:
Employment, income security, and community services which includes affordable
housing and child care.
Check the “25 in 5” web site for details. www.25in5.ca
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Social Planning Network of Ontario (SPNO) in Ottawa
Marvyn Novick and Peter Clutterbuck of SPNP have conducted consultations
throughout Ontario to obtain a consensus on the means to reduce poverty. A
consultation with other advocacy coalitions was held in Ottawa on 7 & 8 May 2008.
Minister Matthews attended on Thursday afternoon. The strategy & background are at
www.povertywatchontario.ca
ISARC supports this strategy which calls for
1). Appropriate labour standards and increased enforcement especially for contract,
temporary, and part time work as well as regulations & supervision of temporary
employment agencies;
2). Increased social assistance for OW and ODSP; since 1995, OW recipients have
43% less purchasing power; ODSP 18% less. Full time workers should be able to
support themselves, having enough for rent, food, and other essentials for the family
3) Increased community infra-structure, particularly affordable housing and child care.

Your Voice and Work Are Needed!
First: Throughout May and June 2008, Minister Deb Matthews will be conducting
consultations with groups throughout the province. These hearings have not been
announced in advance and are by invitation. Local MPPs decide with the minister’s
office who is invited. If a consultation is to be conducted in your city, contact your local
Liberal MPP and ask to be included. Then check the web site below to think about the
6 questions. The questions relate primarily to child poverty ignoring many adults who
receive OW or ODSP. All children have parents, uncles, aunts, grandparents and other
adults in their lives. How might this poverty reduction strategy create better villages
where all can raise the children in a healthy and wholesome manner?
Government Poverty Reduction Strategy is
www.growingstronger.ca/en/tackle_poverty.html
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Second: Each Member of the Provincial Parliament (MPP) is to hold a consultation on
poverty reduction in their riding. Attendance will be important, so MPPs can see the
ground swell on this issue. Speakers hopefully can address the important issues:
employment and labour standards, income security, housing & child care.
Call your MPP and ask when the riding consultation will be held. If no date has been
set, you may ask whether coalitions or organizations in your area can assist in planning
and facilitation. MPPs need to listen and reflect; another person should be facilitator;
also ask people to take minutes which you can submit to the province. Then work with
many groups to set a date which is suitable for the MPP and send out the message to
people, organizations and media. Invite community leaders to come together before the
consultation to review the Social Planning Network of Ontario and “25 in 5” statements
and agree who can speak to specific issues. Are there some individuals who speak out
of the experience of poverty? Public consultations need to be open to all residents. If
there is more than one consultation in your riding, it shows how important poverty
reduction has become.
Third: Coalitions working with “25 in 5” are concerned that cabinet ministers and other
prominent MPPs hear how important poverty reduction is to residents of their riding. If
you live in one of these ridings, it will be important that you, your congregation, and
coalitions demonstrate the high priority of poverty reduction.
Fourth: Your faith community can have a hearing and assist members to write letters to
the MPPs and Premier Dalton McGuinty. Use information in this newsletter, the web
sites, and ISARC’s book Lives Still in the Balance. Your congregation may wish use the
book as an adult study, since poverty reduction should be a major issue in the next
federal election.
As we move into a recession, many feel poverty reduction will move to a secondary
priority. Affordable housing, increases to OW and ODSP, child care, and increases for
low wage workers fight recession because the money remains in the local economy,
which means that dollars circulate. For example, a dollar spent on savings or
investment does not circulate as many times as a dollar spent on groceries, clothing,
furniture, housing, child care or transportation. Individuals and families spend dollars
locally increasing the local economy and decreasing recession.

It’s time to build a Movement!
3

Rabbi Schachter pushed ISARC to continue to speak to the moral and ethical issues
that arise ISARC’s constituents are compassionate and do not want marginalized
people to suffer, so we have supported food banks, soup kitchens and emergency
shelter. Unfortunately these temporary measures have not broken the cycle of poverty
and have diminished individual’s dignity. Therefore, we continue to cry for JUSTICE.
A province and government are not judged by how they appease the affluent. They are
judged by how the care for the marginalized. Ontario desperately needs a well-funded
poverty reduction strategy this year!

ISARC increasing as a multifaith coalition
Several new faith groups are joining ISARC; more are interested. This fall ISARC is
planning a forum to discuss social justice and systemic poverty from perspectives and
theologies of different religions. Watch our web site for more information www.isarc.ca

Contact ISARC
Susan Eagle is ISARC chairperson; Brice Balmer is secretary. You may contact ISARC
at:
Brice Balmer, ISARC Secretary
P.O. Box 43011, 120 Ottawa Street North
Kitchener, Ontario N2H 6S9
(519) 744-5868
isarc@gto.net
A society (and government) is judged not by how it treats the rich and powerful,
But by how it treats the marginalized and the poor!

4

Policy Framework for Poverty
Reduction in Ontario:
Structural Priorities and Lead
Policy Initiatives

June 2008
Social Planning Network of Ontario

Poverty Reduction: Seizing an
Historic Moment
 Ontario Government commitment to pursue a poverty reduction strategy with targets
and indicators within its current mandate.
 Development & implementation of poverty reduction strategies in other provincial
jurisdictions (Quebec, Newfoundland & Labrador).
 Strong election commitments by federal Liberals and NDP to pursue bold poverty
reduction initiatives in the next Parliament.
 The UK Poverty Reduction plan based on targets and timetables moved 600,000
children out of poverty in the first five years.
 Introduction and adoption of a US Poverty Reduction Plan called Half in Ten by the
leading Democratic presidential candidate.
 Emergence of the acclaimed Nordic model – lowest levels of child poverty, high
public investments, while building the most competitive and productive economies in
the OECD.

Social Planning Network of Ontario - June 2008

Poverty Reduction: What is it?
Poverty reduction is about:
¾ making serious progress on the eradication of poverty in
our society.
¾ creating civic communities of human dignity and social
inclusion.

Successful poverty reduction strategies must:
¾ lead to structural changes both in existing living conditions
and in pathways to better life outcomes,
¾ go beyond improvements in current social programs,
¾ avoid a charity model of social stigma and bare minimums.
Social Planning Network of Ontario - June 2008

Poverty Reduction: What do we
expect?
Seek an Ontario Government commitment
to introduce
a multi-year Poverty Reduction Plan
in the 2009 provincial budget,
outlining specific measures
to lower Ontario poverty levels
by 25% before 2013,
and by 50% before 2018.

Social Planning Network of Ontario - June 2008

Core Foundations of a Poverty Reduction Strategy

Upgrade Living
Conditions . . .

Strengthen Local
Supports . . .

. . . Through the Assurance of
Decent Household Incomes
and
Basic Life Opportunities

. . . Through Building Strong
and Stable Community
Infrastructures that
Include & Engage
Vulnerable Populations.

Social Planning Network of Ontario - June 2008

Proposed Common Priorities
Upgrade Living Conditions
Assurance of
Decent Household Incomes
and Basic Life Opportunities
Sustaining
Employment

• Any parent or adult
working full-time,
full-year for 30 or
more hours a week
(1,500 hrs/yr) can
have a decent
standard of living
above poverty.

Livable
Incomes

• Support for a life of
dignity and adequacy
out of poverty for
parents & adults in
partial employment,
or unavailable for
employment due to
temporary difficulties
or disabilities.

Essential
Goods
• Access to enabling
social resources such
as affordable housing,
transit mobility, child
care, inclusive schools,
continuing education,
credential certification,
unemployment and
health benefits.

Social Planning Network of Ontario - June 2008

Lead Policy Initiatives
Sustaining Employment:

Livable Incomes:

Ontario

Ontario

 A poverty proof minimum wage
indexed to $10/hr in 2007 and
reaching $11/hr in 2011.

 Close the gap – adopt a
provincial timetable to ensure
that people on social assistance
can live out of poverty.

 Enhance & enforce
strong employment standards.
 Restore card certification
to strengthen the collective
voice of workers.
 Create strong employment and
pay equity programs.
Federal
 Work Tax Credit of $2,400 to
protect take-home pay of
working poor.

 Harmonize benefit reduction
schedules on income-tested
programs for the working poor.
Federal
 An indexed Child Benefit of $5,100
(2007$) for each child in lowest
income families.
 Introduce a basic income system
for people with disabilities
similar to that afforded seniors.

Social Planning Network of Ontario - June 2008

Lead Policy Initiatives
Essential Goods:
Federal and Ontario

Federal

Make major investments in:

 Restore and improve Employment
Insurance coverage for all adults
in Ontario.

– the construction & maintenance
of affordable housing units;
– regional and community transit
systems that support daily living
and working needs;
– subsidized child care spaces for
all families in need.

Introduce:
– a housing allowance outside of
social assistance to benefit all
people on lower incomes;
– drug, dental and vision coverage
for all Ontarians.

Ontario
 Fund joint school board and
community strategies to reduce
youth drop-out rates.
 Introduce living allowances for
special periods of training and
education as required.
 Promote full access to trades and
professions for all workers.

Social Planning Network of Ontario - June 2008

Second Core Foundation:

Strengthen Local Supports

Improve the capacity of excluded populations for equitable
access to employment, income, and opportunity resources.



Vulnerable populations
with high levels of poverty:
¾ women alone with
children
¾ Aboriginal peoples
¾ racialized minorities
¾ people with disabilities
¾ recent immigrants &
refugees
¾victims of domestic
violence
¾ psychiatric survivors
¾ homeless adults &
families
¾ adults with limited literacy

 Build strong and stable
community infrastructures:
¾ Core funding for networks
of neighbourhood, ethnoracial, & voluntary
agencies to develop and
sustain engagement
& advocacy.
¾ Responsive public
services in priority areas
such as food security,
recreation, settlement
programs, and crisis
support.
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Perspectives on Poverty Indicators
 There must be a recognized benchmark indicator for an Ontario poverty
reduction strategy to ensure transparency and accountability.
 Canada has two well-established and widely accepted indicators of poverty
¾ Low Income Cut-Offs (LICO)
¾ Low Income Measure (LIM)

 LICO is an indicator of relative hardship
¾ identifies households with insufficient income for necessities, contingencies and
amenities based on average living standards.
¾ uniquely Canadian indicator, allows for historical comparisons.

 LIM is an indicator of exclusion
¾ identifies percent of adults and children living below 50% of median income for
their group.
¾ similar to European Union and United Nations definitions of income poverty,
allows for international comparisons.

 Strategic indicators can be developed to highlight levels of social progress
in areas of structural and developmental significance
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Social Planning Network of Ontario
Presentation by:
 Marvyn Novick, SPNO Consultant
 Peter Clutterbuck, SPNO Coordinator
For further information:
pclutterbuck@spno.ca
Web site: www.spno.ca
www.povertywatchontario.ca
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Greetings TAP Friends,

I am writing to you as an organizer at the Stop Community Food Centre in the
west end of Toronto. Our agency endorsed TAP and organized for the Day of
Action last fall. We are also a member of the 25-in5 Network for Poverty
Reduction.
As many of you probably know, last fall the Ontario Government announced
plans for a "poverty reduction strategy" for this province.
They aim to have their plan in place by the end of 2008. Earlier this month the
government began a consultation process to get feedback from people across
Ontario. Between May and June, members of the Cabinet Committee on
Poverty Reduction plan to meet behind closed doors with pre-selected
community members across the province. In addition to these closed-door
meetings, lead minister, Deb Matthews has suggested that MPPs in each riding
should hold a consultation meeting in their community.
If this government is serious about tackling poverty, we need to have an honest
conversation about the tremendous problems we face, and the need for real
action. We need consultations where everything is on the table for debate,
where the consultations are open to the public, and where MPPs and members
of the Cabinet Committee on Poverty Reduction hear directly from people
affected by poverty.
By acknowledging that poverty is a serious issue in this province, the
Liberals have cracked open the door for people in Ontario to speak up - they are
now trying to manage expectations by limiting consultation, and talking about
balanced budgets and “doing more with existing resources”. This is an
opportunity for communities across the province to organize, show our strength
and determination, force these doors wide open and push for the kinds of
substantial changes we need.
Individuals and groups are organizing in communities across Ontario to address
poverty in their communities on there own, with coalitions and also in partnership
with the newly formed, province-wide Network for Poverty Reduction. The
Network for Poverty Reduction is interested in knowing what individuals and
groups are doing regardless of your connection to the Network. If you are
planning a public event, please let us know about it so we can share our victories
and also our resources.
Are you interested and able to coordinate a consultation in your community? The
25-in-5 Network for Poverty Reduction is trying to mobilize communities across
the province to take this opportunity to speak out for significant government
action to end poverty. For more information about the Network for Poverty

Reduction, to learn more about what's going on, for access to helpful resources,
or to join the network, check out the following link:
http://www.socialplanningtoronto.org/25in5/new.html
How can TAP use its network and resources to organize in Toronto?
The Network for Poverty Reduction is encouraging people to organize meetings
in communities across the province. TAP can play a key role in mobilizing in
Toronto. In many communities, organizing is already underway, and TAP can
tap in and mobilize in our communities to bring people out. Contact your local
MPP and ask if they have any intention of holding a consultation in your
community. Organize or participate in a consultation in your community. Make it
make sense for the people where you live. Invite your local MPP and request
the participation of a cabinet minister from the committee to attend too. Ask them
for resources to help make the meeting happen (space to meet, childcare,
interpretation, food, etc.) Invite the media to attend. Think about how you can
tell the story of what happens at your consultation and in your community. Let
the Network for Poverty Reduction know what you are planning and what you
have done.
The process of organizing a consultation meeting is just one step in holding this
government accountable. There will be many more events and opportunities for
action in the months ahead. We need your ideas and your energy. As a
network, we need to find out where we have existing resources in our
communities, where there are people that can organize and mobilize in
communities across the province. Please contact us if you are able to be a point
of contact in your community.
If you have ideas or questions, you can contact me at:
jonah@thestop.org 416-652-7867 ex. 235

About the 25-in-5 Network for Poverty Reduction:
25-in-5: Network for Poverty Reduction is a multi-sectoral network comprised of
more than 100 provincial and Toronto-based organizations and individuals
working on eliminating poverty.
We have organized ourselves around the call for a Poverty Reduction Plan with a
goal to reduce poverty in Ontario by 25% in 5 years and 50% in 10 years.
About the Government’s Poverty Reduction Plan:
www.ontario.ca/GrowingStronger

